
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Tuesday, 24th September 2019 at 3.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy,





Garry Murtagh and Turlough McGovern. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer. 




Mr. Joe Gorman, Assistant Engineer.




Mr. Danny Lynch, Head of Information Systems.





Ms. Christine Collins, Broadband Officer.





Ms. Mairead Ni Chonghaile, Heritage Officer. 

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor T. McGovern, the Minutes

of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 23rd July 2019 were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
D. Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report, as circulated, and replied to queries raised. 

Rehabilitation Work on Footpath on Cairn Hill.
To be followed up with Regeneration Team.

Cleaning of Minor Rivers.

To be followed up with the OPW.

UPDATE ON GRANARD PUBLIC ART FEATURES.
No update. Item to remain on the Agenda. 
BROADBAND CONNECTION POINTS.

Christine Collins briefed the members regarding the The National Broadband Plan (NBP) which is the Government's plan to deliver high speed broadband services to all businesses, farms and households in Ireland. It will ensure that everyone in Ireland will have equal access to a high speed broadband.
As part of the prioritisation strategy for the rollout of the National Broadband Plan (NBP), the Minister set out  to provide local communities with focal points where they can have access to high speed broadband in each county in year one of the NBP rollout process. These focal points are known as “Broadband Connection Points” (BCPs) and will involve a small number of High Speed Broadband Connection points being made available in year one of the rollout to a set number of locations in the County. Local Communities will then be able to take advantage of WIFI and other facilities as they wish from these locations.

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) engaged in an extensive consultation process with each local authority to identify suitable locations within their functional area to act as Broadband Connection Points (BCPs).  Twelve was the max number of locations per Local Authority.  

One of the main criteria was that the Broadband Connection Point had to be located in the amber area of the National Broadband Plan (amber area is an area where HSB is not currently available to homeowners or businesses).

Twelve BCP’s were identified in Longford and approved by the department as follows:

Four - Granard Municipal District 

Two – Longford Municipal Municipal District

Six – Ballymahon Municipal District.

Christine stated that the capital infrastructure /hardware will be funded by the Department of Community & Rural Development  -  75% of the retail connection will be funded by the DRCD.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, it was unanimously agreed that Granard Municipal District allocate the remaining 25% per annum 

i.e. €600.00 from the Granard MD General Municipal Allocation. 
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS  -  Circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Standing Orders, as circulated.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Water Supply in the Toneywarden/Ardnagullion/Feriskill Area.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly  and seconded by Councillor            -
“That Granard Municipal District write to Irish Water regarding the serious situation in the Toneywarden/Ardnagullion/Feriskill area regarding the lack of supply of water over the past two summers  -  funding required to replace pipeline.”

D. Coppinger read the following reply from Water Services section –

 This query has been forwarded to  Irish Water for their attention. Irish Water have a specific desk set up for Local Representatives i.e. Local Representatives Service Desk (LRSD) and the contact details are as follows;  

· Email  localrepsupportdesk@water.ie or 

· Callsave 1890 178 178  Monday to Friday 9.00 to 17.30. 

It is likely that a response will issue directly from Irish Water to Cllr Reilly in the coming days
Electric Charging Hubs.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly     -

“That through Climate Action funding, two electric charging hubs be included in the redevelopment of the parking proposals in Granard.”

D. Coppinger read the following reply from the Environment Section  -
The details of the new Government policy on Electric Vehicle Charging Points is awaited, Longford County Council will comply with the new policy when it becomes available.

Signage for Bunlahy Bridge.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P. Brady     -


“That signage for Bunlahy Bridge be in line with Purth cross i.e. rumble strips, traffic calming etc.”
This junction will be examined and the possibility of applying for Low Cost Safety funding to install additional signage at this junction will be considered.
The meeting was informed that the Department does not allow the provision of rumble strips on Regional or County Roads. 
Playground for Beechwood Estate, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy    -

“That  funding be sourced for a playground for the Beechwood Estate in Granard.”

D. Coppinger read reply the following reply from the Community and Enterprise Directorate 
Although there is limited funding available to local authorities for the provision of playgrounds, Longford Co. Council has been very successful in recent years in securing funding from the Dept of Children and Youth Affairs and the Department of Rural and Community Development under the CLÁR Programme.  It has been the policy of Longford Co. Council to direct this funding to towns and villages where there are no facilities in place. There are a substantial number of playgrounds in place across the county including one at Higginstown, Granard. Much of this playground infrastructure requires refurbishment and upgrading at this stage. It is not envisaged that there will be any substantial increase in funding in the coming years that would enable the Council to provide playgrounds in the many housing estates across the county. 

It is hoped that the playground at Higginstown Granard would be upgraded in the next number of years subject to funding.

A.O.B.
Ms. Mairead Ni Chonghaile addressed the meeting.
Mairead requested the members for assistance in undertaking a non-invasive archaeological survey of 2No adjacent fields in the townlands of Moatfield and Granardkill, to the southwest of The Moat motte-and-Bailey Castle (a national monument).
This was agreed to by the members. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
4th December 2019.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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